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Through a consortium of over 300 scientists, 15 research agencies and at least 
38 end user organisations, the Reef and Rainforest Research Centre implements 
‘solution science’ that specifically addresses the problems facing North 
Queensland’s key environmental assets:  the Great Barrier Reef and its 
catchments, tropical rainforests including the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area, 
and the Torres Strait. 
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SUSTAINING THE  
GREAT BARRIER REEF 

SUSTAINING THE  
TORRES STRAIT  

Come along to the 2010 
Annual MTSRF Conference 

to meet some of our 
researchers, hear about 

their work and discuss what 
their results mean for you. 

 READ MORE > 

MTSRF research results are 
already helping to improve 
the sustainability of 
management and use of the 
Great Barrier Reef. 
 READ MORE > 

Working in close partnership 
with local communities, 
MTSRF researchers are 
helping to increase the 
sustainability of this 
important region of Australia.
 READ MORE > 
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Sustaining marine resources at the  
2010 MTSRF Annual Conference 
 

The three-day 2010 MTSRF Annual Conference will be 
officially opened by the Minister for Environment 
Protection, Heritage and the Arts, The Hon. Peter Garrett 
AM, MP, at 8:30am on Tuesday, 18th May in Cairns at the 
Pullman Reef Hotel & Casino. 

 

This is your opportunity to come along and meet 
researchers in person, hear about their work and discuss 

the implications of their results. Registration is free and open to all – 
please download the registration form here, and then email it to 
enquiries@rrrc.org.au.  
 

Research aimed at increasing the sustainability of management and use of 
the Great Barrier Reef and the Torres Strait has been an important part of 
the MTSRF. MTSRF researchers are now delivering many outcomes, tools 
and products that are already being used to help improve sustainability in 
the region. 
 

The sheer volume of results means that sessions relevant to the Reef are 
spread over all three days of the MTSRF Conference – water quality on 
Tuesday 18th, climate change on Wednesday 19th and reef management on 
Thursday 20th. Research results relevant to the Torres Strait will be 
presented on Thursday 20th May. Check out the latest version of the 
conference program online – it’s being regularly updated with new events 
and information.  
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Sustaining the Great Barrier Reef 
 

You can check out the full details of all the reef-related research presentations at 
the Annual MTSRF Conference in the draft conference program, but highlights 
include: 
 

• Impacts of pesticides on the Great Barrier Reef (relevant MTSRF project page) 
• Generation of a high-resolution depth model for the Great Barrier Reef and 

Coral Sea (relevant MTSRF project page) 
• Whirlpools and weight loss: Linking seabird foraging success and oceanography 

in the southern Great Barrier Reef (relevant MTSRF project page) 
• Safeguarding the Great Barrier Reef against climate change: Realisable ‘local’ 

and ‘global’ actions (relevant MTSRF project page) 
• Do ‘no-take’ marine reserves contribute to biodiversity and fishery resource 

sustainability? Assessing the effects of management zoning on inshore reefs of 
the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park (relevant MTSRF project page) 

• Are we succeeding? Monitoring and evaluation strategies for marine wildlife 
species management (relevant MTSRF project page) 

• Do size regulations improve the resilience of coral reef fish? (relevant MTSRF 
project page) 

 
Can’t make it to the conference? Come and meet some MTSRF researchers, plus 
RRRC staff, at the Farmer’s Market at The Pier Marketplace in Cairns on Saturday 
22 May from 10 am. Check our website for more details! 
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Sustaining the Torres Strait 
 
Mr Toshie Kris, Chairperson of the Torres Strait Regional Authority, will open the 
special Torres Strait session at the Annual Conference on Thursday 20 May. You 
can check out the full details of the research presentations in the draft 
conference program, but highlights include: 
 

• Cay island dynamics in Torres Strait:  The science informing community 
decisions (relevant MTSRF project page) 

• Economic analysis affirms efficacy of locally devised culturally appropriate 
Natural Resource Management strategies (relevant MTSRF project page) 

• Sponge aquaculture development at Yorke Island, Torres Strait (relevant 
MTSRF project page) 

• Assessing the visibility of the Torres Strait: Representations and discourses 
through policy, media and public opinion (relevant MTSRF project page) 

• ‘Our Grandfathers’ Wisdom’: Towards a Sustainable Future for the Hand 
Collectable Fisheries (Beche de mer and Trochus) of Torres Strait (relevant 
MTSRF project page) 

 

The evening of Wednesday 19th May will also see the North 
Queensland launch of a new children’s book, Myrtle’s 
battle against climate change, which aims to communicate 
some of the results of MTSRF-funded research into the 
impacts of climate change on Torres Strait turtle 
populations. All welcome! 
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