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and the Torres Strait.

Come along to the 2010
Annual MTSRF Conference to
meet researchers, hear

about their work and
discuss the implications
of their results.

READ MORE >

SUSTAININGI RAINfORESTS
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LIVING MORE SUSTAINABLY
IN THE WET TROPICS

MTSRF research outputs
are helping to improve the
sustainability of
management and use of the
Wet Tropics region.

READ MORE >
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CLIMATE CHANGE

MTSRF research is helping to
build the resilience of
rainforest ecosystems and
biodiversity to climate change.
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The fourth and final Annual Conference of the Marine and Tropical Sciences
Research Facility (MTSRF) is being hosted by the Reef and Rainforest
Research Centre (RRRC) in Cairns from 18-20 May 2010.

This is your opportunity to come along and meet researchers in person, hear
about their work and discuss the implications of their results.

Registration is free and open to all - please download your registration form
here, and then email it to enquiries@rrrc.org.au to confirm your
attendance.

Research aimed at increasing the sustainability of management and use of
the Wet Tropics rainforests has been an important part of the MTSRF.
Several decades of continuous federal government funding for rainforest
science in the region has meant that, over the past four years, MTSRF-
funded rainforest researchers have been able to build on an impressive
foundation of knowledge. As a result, the MTSRF has delivered many
outcomes, tools and products that are already being used to help improve
sustainability in the region.

The sheer volume of results means that sessions dedicated to managing
rainforests are spread over two days at the MTSRF Conference (Tuesday 18
and Wednesday 19 May). Check out the latest draft of the conference
program online - it’s being regularly updated with new events and
information. In addition, we’ll be launching Roads in Rainforests: Best
Practice Guidelines for planning, design and management (generated

throth MTSRF Prolect 4'9'3) on the evening of 18 May' The theme for the 2010 Annual MTSRF Conference is Impacts and
Achievements of the MTSRF. The event will showcase the
< BACK NEXT > Australian Government’s investment in the MTSRF in terms of

improved sustainability for the North Queensland region, and
Australia.
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Living more sustainably in the Wet Tropics

On Tuesday 18 May, a special all-day session of the Annual MTSRF Conference
will be devoted to some of the ways in which MTSRF research is contributing
to improving the sustainability of management and use of the Wet Tropics
region.

You can check out the full details of the presentations in the draft conference
program. Highlights include:

e Patterns, drivers and impacts of urban growth in the Cairns region from
1952-2031 (relevant MTSRF project page)

e Mapping the distribution of weeds and feral species in the Wet Tropics
Bioregion, and the roles of invasive species in fragmented tropical
landscapes (relevant MTSRF project page)

e Reducing the distribution and impacts of invasive fish species using
environmental predictor variables and traditional ecological knowledge
(relevant MTSRF project page)

e Local conservation planning and spatial habitat prioritisation: A case study
from Mission Beach, Far North Queensland (relevant MTSRF project page)

e Working with protected area managers in the Wet Tropics for sustainable
visitor management (relevant MTSRF project page)

Can’t make it to the conference? Come and meet some MTSRF researchers,
plus RRRC staff, at the Farmer’s Market at The Pier Marketplace in Cairns on
Saturday 22 May from 10 am. Check our website for more details!
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Rainforests and climate change

Wednesday 19 May is climate change day at the 2010 Annual MTSRF Conference. Many of
the presenters in the special session Managing climate change on land will discuss some of
the ways in which their MTSRF-funded research has contributed to improving the resilience
of rainforest ecosystems and biodiversity to climate change.

You can check out the full details of the presentations in the draft conference program.
Highlights include:

Assessing ecological effects of climate change, especially warming, in Australia’s most
significant rainforest area (relevant MTSRF project page)

Projections of climate extremes including droughts in the North Queensland region
during the 21st Century using AR4 climate models

Targeted protection and restoration to conserve tropical biodiversity in a warming world
(relevant MTSRF project page)

Will microhylid frogs survive climate change without our help? (relevant MTSRF project
page)

Climate change and the Daintree rainforest - what have we learnt so far? (relevant MTSRF
project page)

Can dung beetles be used as environmental and biodiversity indicators in the Wet
Tropics? (relevant MTSRF project page)

Rainforest birds on Cape York Aboriginal Land: a framework for indigenous and scientific
cooperation to monitor climate change impacts in a biodiversity hotspot (relevant MTSRF
project page)

What contribution can schools make to community scale resilience? (relevant MTSRF
project page)
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