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Through a consortium of over 300 scientists, 15 research agencies and at least 
38 end user organisations, the Reef and Rainforest Research Centre implements 
‘solution science’ that specifically addresses the problems facing North 
Queensland’s key environmental assets:  the Great Barrier Reef and its 
catchments, tropical rainforests including the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area, 
and the Torres Strait. 

ISSUE # 25  
MARCH 2010 

THE MTSRF:   
WHAT’S IN IT FOR ME? 

EVERYTHING, ALL THE TIME:   
THE RRRC WEBSITE 

MAPPING IT OUT:   
THE  ‘e-ATLAS’  

In this special issue of the 
Communiqué we discuss 
some of the easiest ways to 
find out what the MTSRF has 
produced (and is still 
producing) relevant to you.   
 READ MORE > 

All the new information, 
tools and results produced 
through the MTSRF are 
freely and publicly available 
through the RRRC website. 
  
 READ MORE > 

By providing the means to 
share and access data, maps 
and information on topics 
relevant to the region, the  
e-Atlas helps make sure that 
the information produced by 
the MTSRF program – and other 
sources – is delivered and used 
effectively. READ MORE > 
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Everything, all the time:  the RRRC website 
 

Our recent benchmarking survey of MTSRF end users (thanks to everyone who 
participated) showed overwhelmingly that people turn to the internet first to 
find information. That’s why we’re so focused on making sure that everything 
produced through the MTSRF is publicly available via our website. But how can 
people find exactly what they’re looking for, amongst the vast amount of 
scientific information that’s continually being uploaded online? 
 

A search function on the website homepage enables users to enter their own 
search keywords.  The search function not only peruses the content of the 
website, but also the publications that are available for download.  In addition, 
you can search by publication type (e.g. journal articles, research reports), by 
issue or research topic of focus (using RSS Feeds, see below) and by MTSRF 
Program.  You can also subscribe to a wide range of RSS feeds that will alert you 
whenever new information relevant to you has been uploaded to the website. 
Contact the RRRC if you need assistance with setting up RSS feeds. 
 

The RRRC also performs the important function of synthesising scientific and 
technical results across multiple projects – a process that has been described as 
‘transforming data into useful information’. These synthesis products are also 
becoming available online. For example, regular editions of the Communiqué 
Online targeted at specific issues or end user groups provide accessible 
pathways to locating relevant information.  Similarly, RRRC’s Essential Science 
sessions – the most recent of which was held in Canberra on 9 March 2010 – 
provide targeted information that is clear and engaging, and allow audiences to 
interact in person with MTSRF researchers. 
 

You can also join our distribution list to receive regular informative updates 
from the MTSRF, including notices of upcoming Essential Science sessions and 
major publications. Contact our Townsville Office or email 
enquiries@rrrc.org.au for further information. 
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Mapping it out:  the ‘e-Atlas’ 
 

One of the challenges of dealing with enormous amounts of 
information is figuring out how it all fits together. A RRRC and 
AIMS-led collaborative team has been working to develop the  
e-Atlas – an electronic atlas of Australia’s Tropical Lands and 
Seas – to make this task a little less daunting. 
 

By providing the means to collate, share and access data, maps 
and information on topics relevant to the region, the e-Atlas 
promotes collaboration and supports the work of management 
agencies, researchers, reef-based industries and community 
groups, and helps make sure that the information produced by 
the MTSRF program – and other sources – is communicated and 
used effectively.  
 

The e-Atlas is free and publicly available online. You can already 
interact with maps of environmental conditions, biodiversity, 
risks and hotspots of environmental concern, incorporating 
datasets about dugong distribution, pesticide monitoring,  
crown-of-thorns starfish outbreaks, or geographic features of 
the Wet Tropics region, among hundreds of others. Many of the 
maps and analyses are downloadable and can be viewed using 
Google™ Earth, or can be combined with spatial layers you might 
have within your own GIS systems. It’s even possible to upload 
your own datasets to compare and contrast them with those 
already in the e-Atlas.  
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