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Project Overview

Issues Iinsufficient understanding of
social resilience in linked social and-
ecologicall systems in the Great Barrier
Reef.

RESEANCHIANNSIANEICIECHIVES: :
Ti6 develop a set of indicators ofi social

resilience te water guality: change at 3

scales:
1. \Whole off GBR

2. Catchment
3. Community,

that are accepted by and useful te
research| Users.




Project Overview Cont'd
THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS/APPROACHES:

Resilience “ofwhat fowhat”
Indicators “ofwhat™ (social system at 3 different scales)
and “zowhat* (perturbations that Impact upon Water

guality)
Jihresholds! oft Petential Concern (TRPC)

Sociall system too complex & dynamic, insufficient data,
therefore adaptively develop & modify: TRPCs with end-
USErS.

Adaptation of theoreticall frameworks/indicators to
measure communities” and catchments' ability’ to respond

to targets/actions articulated in policy: documents and
monitering programs.

Key People

RESEARCH TEAMS

s GBR: Kostas Alexandridis, Erini Bohensky, Tim
Lynami & Samantha Stene-Jovicichi (Resource
Futures, CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems)

n Catchment: Helen Ross, Michael Cuthill, Bradd
Witt, Christine King (UQ — Naturall and Rural
Systems Management, Boilerhouse)

s Community: Margaret Gooch, Hilary.
Whitehouse, Jo Balatti, 2 PhDrstudents (JCU,
School of Education)




Key People (conid.)

STAKEHOLDER GROUPS/RESEARCH USERS

x GBR: ENQNRM, WTMA, GBRMPA, MTSRE (alse
peak industry bodies, Reef Partnership)

n Catchiment: asiabove and RegionallNRM bodies,
catchment bodies, ARC, LG — ROC; GBRNMPA
Regional Offfices, Regional Ceerdination Group

s Communinyz Catchment coordinating
committees; Councils; Industry bodies; Local
Chambers of Commerce; Local Politicians,
schools, grassroots NRM' groups

Methodoelegy.

CBRIscAlE — Integrated approach

combining:

m Review: efi histerical case studies and
data

n Semi-structured interviews, witih: staiffi of
goVEMMERT agencies;, Industry,
asseclations, andicivillerganisations

n Development of water quality’ scenarios




Methoedelegy Cont'd

Caichment and community scales = Participatorny approaches within
case studies, combined with' secondary: data:

s Review of theoeretical fiameworks: for resilience and community,
responsiveness; linkedl tor participaton/ Processes fior generating
indicators, types ofi indicators generated elsewhere

Consultation with' researchi user bodies, cognate MITSRE projects

Link te water quality, management action: planning under Reefi
Plan;and regionall NRMbodies

Participatory processes o) elicit user goals and developrindicators
off community, resilience

Community-levelfdata gathered through participant ehsen/ation
personallinterviews, document analysis; facilitated group
discussions; and community-based water quality monitoring
pregrams

Project Research Outputs & Timeframes

Outputs Tmeiirame

Definition ofi social resilience: for Use: at the three; scales, inirelation
terwater guality, change:

Metadatahbase ofidata or kinewledge sets; Including case: studies
and expert knowledge;, to developisocial resilience indicators

Characterisationiofwater quality. changerfor use at: GBR scale

Conceptualisation oft GBR-scale sociall resilience; to water guality,
change

Published case studyanalyses June

Content for MTISRE Fact sheets 2008-
June 2010

Analytical process to develop andl test user'accepted) theoretically, ©Ongoing

defendable and' project relevant indicators ofi social resilience to

water guality’ change at the GBR scale




Key Challenges & Opportunities

Challenoess

Social resilience is not well' understood; limited empirical research
existsion the topic

Linking across scalesmay; be difficult because resilience may be
scale-dependent

OPPOIUINIESE
Mo develop a more empiricall definition or measure off resilience

To use a common issue to investigate social resilience at 3 different
scales and across scales (i.e. isia more resilient GBR achieved only
by Undermining resilience off seme catchments or communities?)

ChiallengerAN DI OppOILUMILz

Researchers represent a variety of backgrounds, expertise,
experience and paradigms




