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Sharks help live-aboard dive boats rake in tourism dollars 

 
The live-aboard dive boat industry in Cairns and Port Douglas is worth at least $16 million per 
annum to the region, according to scientific research results that will be announced at the 
Annual Conference of the Marine and Tropical Sciences Research Facility (MTSRF). 
 
The results also showed that live-aboard divers travelling to Osprey Reef valued shark sightings 
more highly than sightings of other wildlife. 
 
“While tourists travelling to different parts of the reef – or on other kinds of trips – might feel 
slightly differently, sharks are obviously very important to this industry sector,” said A/Prof 
Natalie Stoeckl, the MTSRF-funded researcher from James Cook University who led the study. 
 
“We found that visitors to Osprey Reef would be willing to pay more for a ‘guaranteed’ shark 
sighting than they would be for a ‘guaranteed’ sighting of large fish, marine turtles or a ‘wide 
variety of wildlife,” she added.  
 
Natalie’s team of researchers (including Dr Alastair Birtles, A/Prof Peter Valentine, Arnold 
Mangott, Marina Farr and Matt Curnock) have been investigating the regional economic impact 
of the live-aboard dive boat industry and which marine species tourists value most.  
 
“We collected data from more than 1000 tourists on live-aboard dive boats operating in the 
Cairns/Cooktown management area of the Great Barrier Reef to estimate the regional economic 
impact of that live-aboard industry,” A/Prof Stoeckl said.   
 
“We found that each year, the live-aboard dive boats are directly responsible for generating at 
least $16 million worth of income to the Cairns/Port Douglas region,” she said. 
 
“We look forward to finding out what visitors’ value most in other sectors of the tourism industry 
in the next phase of our research,” she added. 
  
The Australian Government’s $40 million MTSRF aims to increase the sustainability of 
management and use of north Queensland’s key environmental assets: the Great Barrier Reef, 
the Wet Tropics rainforests, and the Torres Strait. More than 70 scientists are presenting the 
results of their research at the 2009 Annual MTSRF Conference in Townsville on April 28-30th.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sheriden Morris, Managing Director of the Reef and Rainforest Research Centre – the north 
Queensland-based non-profit company which administers the MTSRF on behalf of the 
Australian Government – highlighted the role of the MTSRF in informing north Queensland 
businesses. 
 
“The MTSRF does not conduct research for research’s sake – we specifically focus on using 
science to develop solutions. Natalie’s results are just a small part of the information we’re 
generating that is directly relevant to north Queensland’s tourism industry,” said Sheriden. 
 
“In fact, to make it easier for people working in the industry to access all this new information, 
we’ll be condensing it into a two-hour “Essential Science” session and delivering it in multiple 
locations along the coast, in the weeks following the conference,” she said.  
 
“Email us at enquiries@rrrc.org.au to register your interest in attending one of these sessions,” 
she added.  
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>ENDS>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>  
The 2009 RRRC Annual Conference is in Townsville at Rydges Southbank from April 28 to 30. Please see 
http://www.rrrc.org.au/news/2009_conference.html for more details. 
For more information please contact Natalie Stoeckl on phone 07 4781 4868, mobile 0410 783 979 or email 
natalie.stoeckl@jcu.edu.au 
Conference Media Co-ordinator Stacey Kibble on 0447 485 313 or email stacey.kibble@the2020group.com.au 
  


